2015 Annual Report

Executive Director’s Report
Focus Areas
Highlights from 2015
2015 Grant Awards
Statement of Financial Position
Application Process
Trustees and Staff

1
2
3-4
5-6
7
8
9

Executive Director’s Report
The rebirth of downtown Allentown over the past few years has been an exciting time of positive
change for the Queen City and the entire Lehigh Valley. As new attractions and offices were built,
and new restaurants and storefronts opened for business, the economic engine of the Neighborhood
Improvement Zone (NIZ) has generated tremendous energy. We applaud this needed economic
development. Further, we believe that there is an opportunity to link community development in the
neighborhoods around the NIZ in order to simultaneously support the revitalization of downtown and
enable the residents and families living immediately outside the Neighborhood Improvement Zone
(NIZ) to also benefit from this redevelopment.
The Rider-Pool Foundation Trustees have once again utilized a proactive approach in seeking funding
opportunities that were consistent with our philanthropic mission to improve the quality of life in the
community, to build on the community’s strengths and add to its vitality, and to increase the capacity
of the community to serve the needs of all its citizens. Education, Human Services, Culture and Art,
and Community Development remained the major themes for funding consideration.
We sharpened our nonprofit organization’s focus to concentrate on three major areas:
• Generational Success in Education
• Community Development Linked to the Economic Development in the
Allentown Neighborhood Improvement Zone
• Measurement for Results
In 2015, we were proud to provide vital developmental funds to the new
Building 21 High School, working closely with the Allentown School District to
help the inaugural class of students through various initiatives and programs.
We encourage these students who are building an academic culture and
studious approach to learning that will serve as a model for future high school
students in Allentown.
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We also continued our support of the Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley with its strong
presence in Allentown, now expanding its reach into Easton’s West Ward and Bethlehem’s Southside
neighborhoods, uniting residents and leaders from various sectors to ensure the success of children
from birth through career.
When The Bach Choir of Bethlehem announced that it would bring its popular Bach at Noon concert
series to downtown Allentown last summer, we readily promoted these free performances by the
world-famous choir, its orchestra, and several soloists for the community.
The Trustees awarded 50 grants totaling $415,000. We’ve highlighted a few of our grant projects on
the following pages.
We continue to be excited for downtown Allentown’s ongoing renaissance knowing that it will see its
full potential when all residents in the Lehigh Valley are positioned to succeed in life.

Edward F. Meehan
Executive Director
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Focus Areas
In 1957, Leonard Parker Pool and his wife, Dorothy Rider Pool, established The Rider-Pool Foundation
as a private, general-purpose foundation and on her death in 1967, Dorothy Rider Pool left her estate as
the principal funder of The Rider-Pool Foundation. Mrs. Pool was a teacher by training, an accomplished
pianist and painter and her husband’s valued business partner, instrumental in the growth and
development of Air Products, one of the most successful businesses in the history of the Lehigh Valley.
Like her husband, Mrs. Pool was deeply driven to help others in need. These values help shape the focus
of The Rider-Pool Foundation.
The Trustees of The Rider-Pool Foundation have carried forth Dorothy Rider Pool’s wishes and are
particularly sensitive to her interests in education, disadvantaged children and the development of
future leadership in our society. Since the Pools resided in Allentown, Pennsylvania, the particular
geographic interest of The Rider-Pool Foundation lies within the Lehigh Valley area of Pennsylvania.
Consistent with Dorothy Rider Pool’s wishes and in keeping with the interests of Leonard Parker Pool
and Dorothy Rider Pool in their lifetimes, The Rider-Pool Foundation’s intent is to serve as a means
to improve the quality of life in the community, to build on the community’s strengths and add to its
vitality, and to increase the capacity of the community to serve the needs of all its citizens. Within this
objective, The Rider-Pool Foundation’s funding program is focused on:
•
•
•
•

Education
Human Services
Culture and Art
Community Development

Occasionally, The Rider-Pool Foundation will engage in other special projects to be determined at the
discretion of the Trustees.
Historically, Foundation grant awards have ranged between $500 and $5,000. Projects are generally
funded for one year, but multi-year requests may be submitted where appropriate. The overwhelming
majority of this support has been within the Lehigh Valley region of Pennsylvania.
Starting in 2014, the Foundation concentrated its efforts and grants on three major topics:
• Generational Success in Education
• Community Development Linked to the Economic Development in the Allentown Neighborhood
Improvement Zone
• Measurement for Results
The Trustees believe that the traditional responsive grants process combined with a proactive approach
to these major community challenges will be the best way to use the Foundation’s scarce resources to
improve the quality of life in the Lehigh Valley. The Trustees now only review proposals submitted by
qualified agencies during the fall of each year with an application deadline of August 15.
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Grant Highlights
Education
Youth Education in the Arts
Youth Education in the Arts (YEA!) supports the development of young people into magnificent
human beings through participation in the arts. The main goal of YEA!’s Xcape Community Dance
program is to inspire and motivate students while teaching life skills and fostering an appreciation
for the arts, as well as to make an impact in the lives of the individual dancers.

The program provides dance education and life skills development for 220 disadvantaged children
and youth, ages 6 to 22, through an after-school outreach program designed to engage at-risk
youth in the arts.
Rehearsing in a fun, positive atmosphere, the Xcape Dance Team members learn discipline,
self-confidence, perseverance and healthy forms of self expression. Celebrating the talent of its
members, the group performs for a wide variety of audiences. Recognition is provided to each
member for their efforts culminating at the end of the project. The group works with other
community partners to identify underserved, at-risk youth offering them safe, healthy activities
in the inner city.

Human Services
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank’s mission is to feed hungry people in the Allentown area. In
operation since 1978, it provides a five-day supply of food for individuals and families, regardless of
race or creed, once a month to tide them over during difficult times. Emergencies are handled on a
case-by-case basis.
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Grant Highlights (cont’d.)
Culture and Art
Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival at DeSales University
The mission of the Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival is to enrich, inspire, engage, and entertain the
widest possible audience through first-rate professional productions of classical and contemporary plays,
with a core commitment to the works of Shakespeare and other master dramatists, and through an array
of educational outreach and mentorship programs.
PENNSYLVANIA SHAKESPEARE FESTIVAL PHOTOS: LEE BUTZ

Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival expanded its education and community outreach programming across
the region, with concentration in the Neighborhood Improvement Zone (NIZ).

Community Development
Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley
Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley (Habitat LV) is devoted to the eradication of poverty housing.
It develops safe, decent and affordable housing for hardworking, low-income families, while helping
to revitalize and stabilize neighborhoods in the Lehigh Valley through the Neighborhood Revitalization
program. It also assists existing low-income homeowners with exterior repair projects that focus on
safety, security and code violation.
Habitat LV assists families with access to a safe home environment at the lowest possible cost through
new construction, acquiring and rehabilitating vacant, blighted homes, and community engagement in
its target neighborhoods. Habitat LV empowers residents, volunteers and partner families to take back
their neighborhoods one block at a time.
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Grant Awards

EDUCATION
Boys & Girls Club of Allentown

$5,000

Community Services for Children, Inc.

$2,500

Da Vinci Science Center

$9,000

Lehigh County Historical Society

$1,000

Lehigh Valley Children’s Centers, Inc.

$4,000

Lehigh Valley Community Broadcasters Association

$1,000

The Literacy Center

$5,000

Pinebrook Family Answers

$3,000

ProJeCt of Easton, Inc.

$2,000

Protestant Episcopal Church in The United States of America

$1,000

R2C2, Incorporated

$1,000

SkillsUSA Council

$1,000

Wildlands Conservancy, Inc.

$2,000

Wildlife Information Center, Inc.

$1,000

Youth Education In The Arts

$1,000

HUMAN SERVICES
Allentown Area Ecumenical Food Bank

$2,000

The Arc of Lehigh and Northampton Counties, Inc.

$2,000

Boy Scouts of America, Minsi Trails Council, Inc.

$1,000

Casa Guadalupe Center

$1,000

Catholic Charities of the Diocese of Allentown, Inc.

$5,000

The Children’s Home of Easton

$1,000

Community Bike Works

$3,000

Family Connection of Easton, Inc.

$2,000

Girl Scouts of Eastern Pennsylvania, Inc.

$1,000

Hispanic Center Lehigh Valley

$2,000

Lehigh Conference of Churches

$2,500

Lehigh Valley Military Affairs Council

$1,000

Meals on Wheels of Lehigh County, Inc.

$1,000

Meals on Wheels of Northampton County/Bethlehem Area, Inc.

$1,000

Operation Warm, Inc.

$1,000
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Grant Awards (cont’d.)
Resources for Human Development, Inc.

$4,000

The Salvation Army - Allentown

$1,000

Stephen’s Place

$1,500

Third Street Alliance for Women and Children

$1,000

CULTURE AND ART
Allentown Symphony Association, Inc.

$2,000

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

$10,000

The Bach Choir of Bethlehem

$10,000

The Baum School of Art

$2,000

Community Music School

$1,000

Mayfair, Inc.

$1,000

The Pennsylvania Shakespeare Festival at DeSales University

$3,000

SATORI, Ltd.

$2,000

Touchstone Theatre

$1,000

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT/NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT ZONE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
Allentown Art Museum
Collaborative and Community-Based Action Learning Initiative

$40,000
$150,000

Community Action Committee of the Lehigh Valley, Inc.

$1,000

Habitat for Humanity of the Lehigh Valley, Inc.

$2,500

Neighborhood Housing Services of the Lehigh Valley, Inc.

$1,000

New Venture Fund - Building 21, Allentown School District

$25,000

Promise Neighborhoods of the Lehigh Valley

$90,000
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Statement of Financial Position

December 31, 2015
ASSETS

Cash
Investments, at fair value

$

228
11,596,102

$ 11,596,330

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS
LIABILITIES
Accounts payable
Grants payable
Excise tax currently payable
Deferred excise tax
Total liabilities

NET ASSETS
Unrestricted
Temporarily restricted
Total net assets

$

7,550
19,967
5,600
34,718
67,835

11,528,267
228
11,528,495
$ 11,596,330

The financial statements for The Rider-Pool Foundation for the years ended December 31, 2015 have been
examined by the accounting firm of BBD, LLP.
The detailed financial report is available at The Rider-Pool Foundation office upon request.

7

The Rider-Pool Foundation Application Process

All requests are reviewed and evaluated by The Rider-Pool Foundation’s Executive Director. The
Rider-Pool Foundation’s Board of Trustees determines final approval. Awards are made for unsolicited
proposals once a year. For consideration for funding by November 1, proposals must be submitted by
August 15. Requests are accepted through an electronic application process. Please visit our website
www.pooltrust.org to begin this process.
Requests should be as concise as possible and include:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

A description of need
Specific objectives (what you plan to accomplish with the funds)
A work plan to accomplish objectives, including a time schedule
A proposed method of evaluating project effectiveness
A fully defined budget, including all sources of financial support, committed and pending
Evidence of the organization’s not-for-profit tax status
Current Board of Directors (We also like to hear about how your Board reflects the population
you serve.)

The Rider-Pool Foundation is restricted from providing funds to individuals, legislative or lobbying
efforts, political or fraternal organizations or organizations outside the United States and its territories.
The Rider-Pool Foundation, as a policy, does not provide operating or capital funds to sectarian
institutions, hospitals, organizations or programs in which funds will be used primarily for the
propagation of religion. Further, The Rider-Pool Foundation does not underwrite charitable or
testimonial dinners, fundraising events or related advertising or the subsidization of books, mailings
or articles in professional journals.
Please contact our office with any inquiries or questions.
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The Rider-Pool Foundation Trustees

The Rider-Pool Foundation Staff

Leon C. Holt, Jr.
Trustee
The Rider-Pool Foundation

Edward F. Meehan, MPH
Executive Director
Ronald C. Dendas, MS
Program Officer

John P. Jones III
Trustee
The Rider-Pool Foundation

Joseph J. Napolitano, PhD, MPH, RN, CRNP
Program Officer

John E. McGlade
Trustee
The Rider-Pool Foundation

Bridget I. Rassler
Manager, Finance and Administration
Regina M. Gabriel
Program Secretary

J. Scott Pidcock
Trustee
The Rider-Pool Foundation
Denise M. Gargan, CIMA®, MBA
Corporate Trustee
PNC Bank, N.A.

Brenda C. Schoenberger
Secretary/Receptionist

The Rider-Pool Foundation
Two City Center
645 W. Hamilton Street, Suite 202
Allentown, PA 18101
phone: 610-770-9346 fax: 610-770-9361
www.pooltrust.org
info@pooltrust.org
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